Solitary midbrain toxoplasmosis and olivary hypertrophy in a patient with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Toxoplasmosis, one of the most common central nervous system lesions in patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), has not been reported as a solitary lesion in the brainstem. This report describes a patient with AIDS that presented with third cranial nerve palsy and contralateral cerebellar signs, who at autopsy had a necrotic midbrain lesion due to toxoplasma. Inferior olivary hypertrophy, due to interruption of olivary afferent fibers by the lesion, in addition to subacute encephalitis and vacuolar myelopathy were other CNS findings.